THE GREAT WAR, 1918

training and rest that the British troops had had during the
period of comparative calm prior to this attack had been of
the utmost value, and with the help of the reinforcements
from home and other theatres of war, and the arrival of the
American troops, they were able to stem the onrush of the
German masses that were hurled against them. Although
the enemy managed to gain some ground on the flanks of
their attack the 9th Corps in the centre maintained their
position and the Germans were prevented from making any
further serious advances. By the 2nd of June the position
was again satisfactory and the German attack quietened
down. A further attack, however, was made about the 9th
of June against the French on a twenty-mile front which
resulted in the enemy advancing for about four miles
towards Marqueglise.

The French had had a great many casualties and had used
up their divisions at an alarming speed in the fighting on the
Aisne. The result was that Foch found himself short of
reserves. American divisions were therefore moved south
from the British zone and this alarmed Douglas to such a
degree that he, believing the safety of the British army was
being endangered, communicated his views to London. He
was particularly anxious about the matter as there was every
reason to believe that the enemy's next assault would be
made on the Arras front.

The American troops that had been sent to assist the
French fought splendidly and their presence evidently put
fresh heart into die French army,

Douglas came over on a few days' leave, arriving on the
6th of July and returning again on the X4tL Unfortunately
the weather was broken and we did not get out as much as
we would have liked. Still, we did get a good many gaiaes
of golf in the dry periods and the course, which had been
previously hard and burned up, was all the better from a
golfing point of view for the rain. While in London Douglas
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